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Peace be upon you 
 

Please allow me to introduce myself. I am a Scottish soldier of the Black 
Watch Regiment. I have been sent to your area at the request of the Iraqi 
Interim Government in order to support the Iraqi Police Service in bringing 
peace and stability to your area. We understand that many of you will have 
never met a Scotsman before, but the same is not true of the soldiers of my 
Regiment. This is the second time we have been in Iraq since the operation to 
remove Saddam Hussein last year. We have already spent many months 
working in the south of your country and have made many friends among the 
Iraqi people. We have all benefited from a mutual respect of each other’s 
cultures. 
 
There will be those who will continue to call us “occupiers” and encourage 
you to reject our presence. I ask you to give us an opportunity to prove that we 
are sincere in our statements that we respect the Iraqi culture and I think you 
will be surprised how quickly we gain each others trust. We ask you to ignore 
those who would reject our presence. Give us a chance to offer you the peace 
you deserve. What have they ever done for you but take away your sons and 
bring sadness and despair to your area? These foreigners and criminals exploit 
the honourable people of Iraq by keeping her weak, while using Iraq’s sons to 
do their fighting. 
 
We understand that times have been difficult for the people of your area and 
we cannot promise to change things overnight. However, you have our 
soldier’s pledge that we will do our best to provide you with the security that 
is required before reconstruction can begin. We have a genuine opportunity 
for peace now that Scottish soldiers are operating in your area. I look forward 
to working together with the people of Babil. 
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